September 27, 2010

10AM

Town of Saratoga Town Hall

In Attendance:

Voting Members
Officers

Chairman - Tom Richardson Supervisor, City of Mechanicville

Vice-Chairman - Mathew Traver, Mayor, Village of Fort Edward

Secretary - Kay Tomasi, Appointee, President of the Senate

Members
Anthony Sylvester, Mayor, City of Mechanicville

Nelson Ronsvale, Proxy, Supervisor, Town of Halfmoon

Ed Kinowski, Supervisor, Town of Stillwater

Tom Wood, Supervisor, Town of Saratoga

Julie Stokes, Appointee, Governor Paterson

John Rymph, Supervisor, Town of Easton

Alane Ball-Chinian, Proxy, Saratoga/Capital District Region, OPRHP

George Hodgson, Proxy, Bill Peck

John Sherman, Mayor, Village of Schuylerville

Attendees
Dave Perkins, Trails Coordinator, NYS Snowmobile Association

Joe Finan, Superintendent, Saratoga Battlefield National Historical Park

Linda Palinieri
Andrew Alberti, Lakes to Locks Passage, Inc.

Lori Solomaon-Duell, Project Manager, Erie Canalway National Heritage Corridor

John Hayes, Prospect Hill Cemetery Association

Karen Mahar, Siena College

Jennifer Dorsey, Siena College

Jim Brangan, Lake Champlain Basin Program

Bill Glidden, Historian, New York Military Heritage Institute
Fred Altman, New York Military Heritage Institute

Hady Finch, Grant’s Cottage and New York Military Heritage Institute
Jim Thompson, NYS Senator Roy McDonald

Devin Lander, NYS Assemblyman Steven Englebright

At 10:06am Tom Richardson called the meeting to order and made introductions

Acceptance of the Minutes
A quorum being present, introductions were made along with a motion to accept the minutes of the August 30, 2010 meeting.  The motion was made by Ed Kinowski and seconded by Julie Stokes to be passed unanimously.  

New Business
Acceptance of Edited Annual Report - Tom Richardson asked if there were any changes to the annual report.

Anthony Sylvester made a motion to accept the annual report.

John Sherman seconded the motion to accept the annual report.

The motion was passed unanimously.

Sword Surrender Planning Subcommittee Update - Joe Finan met and came up with RFP deliverables and sent them to the NHT - plans and specs for visitor access - trails screening, recreation, plaque; subcommittee generated for interpretation; key element of larger Saratoga trail network - bring it all together.

Nelson Ronsvale mentioned this makes connection to existing elements and will be shovel ready.

Joe Finan noted the planning will give a great cost estimate.

Julie Stokes stated we have a great private partner in Brookfield Power.

Friends of the New York Military Museum Presentation - Bill Glidden introduced Hady Finch and Fred Altman, Military Museum and Friends Group.  Most of the collection is Civil War memorabilia - noting first museum chartered in 1992.  Governor Pataki gave current site to museum - extensive WWI and WWII galleries, large Civil War gallery, converted charter to create the Military Heritage and Veteran’s Research Institute to promote and raise funds for keeping the collection.  Living History Studio does oral history of veterans - under the auspices of the NYS Division of Military and Naval Affairs.  Bill Glidden was one of the first to notice the dire need to preserve the state’s military collection - looking for network possibilities and presentation opportunities.  
Hady Finch noted he works at Grant Cottage.

Bill Glidden mentioned he became familiar with Jim Brangan at LCHA – objectives from management plan to promote Civil War anniversary and War of 1812.  Ontario has committed $23 million to promote heritage tourism – many sites in our own valley are connected to the War of 1812; the Civil War Research Institute allows for a great amount of archival research - Grants Cottage.
Tom Richardson noted the committee is given time to ask questions before we pass a resolution to accept the group as a member.

Andrew Alberti stated LTLP has a federal by way grant to support the War of 1812.

Anthony Sylvester asked if a Civil War letter can be accepted.

Fred Altman answered there are various restrictions, but most probably yes,

Kay Tomasi asked if there was any inventory on the website.
Fred Altman answered an inventory exists, but not sure if it is on the website - site gets many hits

Other Business
Tom Richardson noted the Stewardship Plan will be up on the website soon and distributed to everyone.

Andrew Alberti mentioned the LTLP annual meeting is Thursday, reservations are needed; Tom and Joe are doing a presentation at the meeting.

Tom Richardson shared that at the Battlefield we entertained 8 Italian National Parks Supervisors who wanted to learn about the Partnership.  

Joe Finan discussed the Superintendent Exchange Program; noted Roy said a few words, were impressed and encouraged by the Partnership’s collaborative conservation.

Jennifer Dorsey mentioned Siena College Center for Revolutionary Rea Studies this past year won a $500,000 grant from NEH - matching grant - 2 initiatives support academic history - another initiative is a book price - the college will also buy a digitization station to digitize records for archival uses - Karen Mahar - colleague - students working on research projects.
Tom Richardson noted he had to postpone meeting with Washington County IDA.

Alane Ball-Chinian mentioned a 17% rise in Saratoga County attendance heritage tourism dollars - return in multiple ways to the economy.

Julie Stokes stated she represented Saratoga County Chamber on EPA dredging - will be doing flood plain study.

John Sherman noted he will also be in Schuylerville.

Julie Stokes stated several hot spots have been found and communities should attend.

Joe Finan noted property should be properly categorized to be characterized correctly - crucial.

Julie Stokes mentioned federal standards are not as strict as NYS.

Joe Finan stated NYS is doing a survey of in-water resources and flood plain to make sure the level of sensitivity.

Jim Brangan discussed 10 wayside exhibit programs - Basin Program, War of 1812 - grants due early November.  Regional stakeholder support grant - $30,000 among 11 counties - Partnership will apply.
Joe Finan noted fishing tournament ran into DEC roadblock.

A motion to adjourn was made by John Sherman, seconded by Mathew Traver, to be passed unanimously.  The next meeting is scheduled to take place on Monday October 25, 2010 in the same location. 

