October 26, 2009
10 AM

Town of Saratoga Town Hall

In attendance:

Voting Members
Officers
Chair-Tom Richardson, Supervisor, Town of Mechanicville
Vice-Chair-Mathew Traver, Mayor, Village of Fort Edward

Secretary-Kay Tomasi, Appointee, President of the Senate

Members
Tom Wood, Supervisor, Town of Saratoga

Nelson Ronsvale, Proxy, Supervisor, Town of Halfmoon

Julie Stokes, Appointee, Governor Paterson, Saratoga P.L.A.N.

Phil Giltner, Proxy, Special Assistant to the Commissioner, NYS Department of Agriculture and Markets

Alane Ball-Chinian, Proxy, NYS Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation

John Rymph, Supervisor, Town of Easton

John Sherman, Mayor, Village of Schuylerville

Anthony Sylvester, Mayor, City of Mechanicville

Bert Mahoney, Mayor, Village of Waterford

Terri Ptacek, Appointee, Governor Paterson, Executive Director, Agriculture Stewardship Association

Attendees
Joe Finan, Saratoga National Battlefield

Neal Orsini, Rodger’s Island Heritage Development Allinace

Tracy Clothier, Senior Planner, The LA Group

Marlene Bissell, Hudson Crossing Park
John Hayes, Prospect Hill Cemetery Association

James Thompson, Senator Roy McDonald’s Office

Minutes
A quorum being present, Chairman Tom Richardson called the meeting to order at 10:05 AM.  A welcome and introductions were made along with a motion to accept the minutes of the September 28, 2009 meeting.  The motion was made by Anthony Sylvester and seconded by John Sherman to be passed unanimously.
New Business
Dix Bridge Update
Tom Richardson discussed Dix Bridge updates including senate and congressional meetings, appropriations, the long length of the meetings and concern over how long appropriations will take.  Tom Richardson also mentioned conversation and update with Bill Peck, where we stand, interest in trying to figure out a way for the project to work and a meeting last Monday with Senator Roy McDonald, Jim Thompson and Bill Peck.
Jim Thompson mentioned Dix Bridge as being one of Senator McDonald’s priorities and the Senator’s commitment letter to Saratoga County for funding.  Jim noted a meeting was set up with Assemblyman Englebright and others to further discuss Dix Bridge as well as writing a letter from the Partnership to Global Foundries for $250,000.
Tom Richardson feels very confident that this project will be done over the next two years, the need to get bids out soon and may be lower.

Marlene Bissell noted bids should get out before spring thaw which could lead to more damage.

Tom Richardson noted if the bridge goes down DEC would require bridge removal which would cost approximately $600,000 split between two counties – part of sales tech.
Mathew Traver mentioned that trails in Washington County tie this project together.

Tom Richardson feels good about the talks that have taken place so far.

Julie Stokes congratulated the Partnership for the effort being put into the Dix Bridge issues and noted lots of effort in both counties for trail network.
Tom Richardson mentioned the timing is right for this to happen.

Jim Thompson noted Steve Mann is privy to the entire Partnership story.

Tom Richardson said the entire region is represented, 70,000 people or more.

John Rymph asked about stimulus funding available for Dix Bridge project.

Tom Richardson mentioned the possibility of applying for grants in other areas.

Nelson Ronsvale noted getting on TIP.

Tom Richardson discussed the MPO - Adirindack Glens Falls Transportation Council - and noted Gillibrand sent out grants packets.  Tom asked if anyone would like to take a look at it.
Nelson Ronsvale noted he need to look at what is new, TIP.

Marlene Bissell said she will take a look at all the variables.

Julie Stokes asked if it were possible with money in hand to get engineering done.

Tom Richardson said that Bill Peck will try.

John Rymph mentioned that hopefully it will work out.

Marlene Bissell noted stimulus funding shuffled the deck. Marlene also mentioned the snowmobilers are willing to help with the local match and the possibility of a winter event at Dix Bridge.

Grants
Joe Finan provided a Land Protection Fund update noting a $15,000 draft report for December meeting as well as the consultant revolving fund and flushing it out.

Nelson Ronsvale stated that he will provide further grants update.

Funding
Teri Ptacek noted Waterford/Houser/Julia.

Marlene Bissell discussed the Scenic Byway - $250,000 – tow path trail Lock 10 funding.
Joe Finan mentioned visitors contact station in Schuylerville.
Stewardship Plan
Tracey Clothier gave an update regarding the stewardship progress and noted it is very tricky.  Tracy also noted the Hoosick River Watershed.
Adjournment
A motion to adjourn was made by Bert Mahoney and seconded by John Sherman to be passed unanimously.  The next meeting is to take place on Monday. December 7th at 10AM in the same location.
Respectfully submitted by Devin Lander on behalf of Secretary Kay Tomasi
