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In attendance:

Voting Members
Officers

Chair- Tom Richardson, Supervisor, Town of Mechanicville

Treasurer- George Hodgson, Lakes to Locks Passage, Inc. (proxy of Bill Peck)

Secretary- Kay Tomasi, Appointee, President of the Senate

Members

Anthony Sylvester, Mayor, City of Mechanicville

Nelson Ronsvale, Grant Coordinator, Town of Halfmoon

Alane Ball-Chinian, Proxy, NYS Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation (non-voting ex-officio member)
J. Bert Mahoney, Supervisor, Town of Waterford

John Sherman, Mayor, Village of Schuylerville

Tom Wood, Supervisor, Town of Saratoga

Ed Kinowski, Supervisor, Town of Stillwater

Joe Finan, Saratoga National Battlefield

Julie Stokes, Saratoga PLAN

David Doonan, Mayor, Village of Greenwich

Attendees

Alan & Marlene Bissell, Hudson Crossing Park

John Hayes, Prospect Hill Cemetery Association

Neal Orsini, Rodger’s Island Heritage Development Alliance

Lori Solomon-Duell, Erie Canalway National Heritage Corridor

Tracy Clothier, Senior Planner, The LA Group

Dave Perkins, NYS Snowmobile Association

Rachel Bilven, Mohawk Valley Heritage Corridor

Renee Bouplon
Linda Palmieri
Greg Dixon, Saratoga Chamber of Commerce
Judy Schmidt-Dean
Chris Bernstein, Assemblyman Tony Jordan
Chris DeBolt, Assemblyman Tony Jordan
Katy Coleman, Senator Roy McDonald
Christine Young, Rensselaer Land Trust
Dr. Ray Raymond
New Business
Tom Richardson thanked Tom Wood for helping us move into a larger room. He then mentioned that Senator Schumer has placed HWSP on his appropriations list for $2 million. He said that this shows that the work that we are doing is being recognized. Dix bridge did not make the list, but hopefully will be moving forward as they change the agenda.

Tracey Clothier gave a Stewardship Plan update and presented the outline of the document:


-Management structure


-Boundary Description (map of the area)


-Components


-Regional Framework


-Waypoint Communities


-Linear Museum


-Corridor Economy


-Outreach & Education

She went on to discuss that the Implementation Strategy Public Meetings would be April 28th at 7:00pm at Rogers Island and May 5th at 7:00pm at Saratoga Town Hall.

Dave Perkins asked where the Reserve came from.

Tracey Clothier said it was in legislation and it enhanced the identity of Albany to New York City, Glens Falls and up.

Dave Perkins noted that it may have a negative connotation.
Joe Finan stated that he may be right and asked for any thoughts on this.

Tom Richardson mentioned that maybe it was something they should think about.

George Hodgson mentioned the Partnership area.

Alan Bissell mentioned a set of rules.

Julie Stokes discussed that it sounded legal regarding the Partnership Cooridor.

Joe Finan stated that the Greenway takes up Saratoga and Washington counties.

Alan Bissell suggested that to include the NPS study (Hinchey).
Tracey Clothier stated yes.

Minutes
A quorum being present, introductions were made along with a motion to accept the minutes of the February 22nd meeting. The motion was made by Tom Richardson and seconded by Anthony Sylvester to be passed unanimously. 

Resolution

A motion to pass a resolution to include Friends of the Saratoga Battlefield as Partnership Members was voted on, motioned by Anthony Sylvester and seconded by Julie Stokes. It was voted in the affirmative unanimously. 

PBS Documentary
Ray Raymond discussed the General and how it is necessary to think internationally. He discussed how Saratoga “saved the Revolution and changed the world.” He mentioned a major PBS documentary and that it was 90% complete and would be on American Public Television. He discussed a Benedict Arnold film – American General. He noted that PBS films have a proven track record in bringing in heritage tourism and putting this region back where it belongs. He went on to mention how this is a different type of film because it gets away from talking heads and uses state of the art techniques.
Alan Bissell asked when it will air.

Ray Raymond noted that there still needed to be $150,000 raised.

Julie Stokes discussed that people don’t always recognize what really happened here. The Partnership is trying to do this. She mentioned that the Fishkill Trail will be done by the end of the year.

Canal Corps
Joe Finan discussed the navigational dredging of the canal and how it is important to have a navigational waterway.  He noted that he would endorse navigational dredging. The agenda for Canal Corps will be discussed at the next meeting.

Tom Richardson discussed the 700 boats at the Mechanicville dock and more in Waterford.  He mentioned that he would love for Carmella Mantalla(?), the Director of Canal Corps, to give a presentation.
Julie Stokes mentioned that Rob Holtzman should also be invited.

Alan Bissell stated that Carmella has a two page proposal. 

George Hodgson mentioned that Saratoga County passed a resolution – Next meeting is on April 26th at 10am .

Marlene Bissell discussed the Canal clean up on May 17th and the bicycle tourism impact.
Tom Richardson stated that he should stay after to talk about the Dix Bridge.

Joe Finan mentioned he would like to recognize Greg Dixon from the chamber.

Adjournment

A motion to adjourn was made by J. Bert Mahoney and was seconded by Anthony Sylvester to be passed unanimously. The next meeting is to take place on Monday April 26, 2010 at 10AM in the same location.

