March 28, 2011

10:05 AM

Town of Saratoga Town Hall

In attendance:

Voting Members
Officers
Chair - Tom Richardson, Supervisor, City of Mechanicville

Secretary - Kay Tomasi, Senate Appointee

Members

Anthony Sylvester, Mayor, City of Mechanicville

Tom Wood, Supervisor, Town of Saratoga

Sara Idleman, Supervisor, Town of Greenwich

George Hodgson, Town of Northumberland

Nelson Ronsvale, Grant Coordinator, Town of Halfmoon

David Doonan, Mayor, Village of Greenwich

Teri Ptacek, Agriculture Stewardship Association

Alane Chinian, NYS OPRHP

Attendees
Alan and Marlene Bissell, Hudson Crossing Park  

Joe Finan, Saratoga National Battlefield    

Brit Basinger, Saratoga Associates

John Hayes, Prospect Hill Cemetery Association

Scott Keller, Hudson River Valley Greenway

Linda Palmeri, Town Historian, Stillwater

Eileen Hannay, Rogers Island Visitors Center
Jean Mangun, Siena College
John Diamara, NYS Canal Corp.

Katie Stone, Open Space Institute

Maria Trabka, Saratoga P.L.A.N.

Karl Beard, NPS, Rivers & Trails Program

Sharon Leighton, NYS Canal Corp.

Devin Lander, NYS Assemblyman Steven Englebright’s office

Dave Perkins, Washington County Association of Snowmobile Clubs
At 10:05am Tom Richardson called the meeting to order, welcomed and made introductions.
Minutes

A motion to accept the minutes of the February 28th meeting was made by Anthony Sylvester and seconded by Nelson Ronsvalle, to be passed unanimously.

Sharon Leighton discussed the Canal Corp.  Own and operate canal system – watching all the wonderful things The Partnership is doing – would like to join The Partnership as a non-voting member.

Tom Richardson noted a vote will be taken up at the next meeting on accepting the Canal Corp. as a partner.

Brit Basinger mentioned the day long workshop on March 18th.  Toured Sword Surrender Site and then had a workshop – obtained objections for site interpretation, next step will be to begin drafting.

Joe Finan added a transfer of ownership has occurred between Canal Corp. and OGS and OGS and OPRHP.  An agreement will then occur between the NPS and OPRHP – will connect Schuyler House lands and Canal Corp.

Janet Kennedy gave a Schuylerville Visitor Center update – working with Erie Canal way and municipalities on Gateway Visitor Center – key partners were named and will be reached out to.  Next steps – need to secure resolutions from all municipalities – will work on interpretive information
Janet Kennedy discussed the National Geographic Geotourism Website.  The launch event took place March 3, 2011 – nomination guidelines are available – very exciting program – LTLP area is the only one in the east coast – National Geographic received a line in the budget from the Federal Commerce Department – will keep Partnership posted – will be working with tourism entities.

Joe Finan asked about contacting all local chambers.

Janet Kennedy answered that it’s being worked on and noted Drew Alberti will be making the rounds doing workshops.

Teri Ptacek gave Tour de Farm update.  Partnering with Saratoga P.L.A.N. again this year for a 15 mile tour – Stewart’s not interested in funding – need to explore funding sources – need $10,000.

Maria Trabka noted multi-faceted event.

Joe Finan asked if $10,000 covers all costs.

Teri Ptacek answered yes and would like to thank OPRHP for quick response.

Karl Beard discussed the Champlain Canal way   Action Plan.  NPS is helping local communities get involved with trail projects – started 3 years ago – 1st group to see the *enter action plan into minutes*
Janet Kennedy noted every municipality has the opportunity to do something concrete.

Marlene Bissell mentioned thanks to Tracy Clothier at LA Group – would like to invite everyone to stay for press conference - would also like to thank Karl Beard for all his work.
Terri Ptacek mentioned working on a project with OSI to acquire a 50 acre farm through easement then sell it to young farmers who will create an organic farm – ASA lacks $19,000 and needs ideas as to how to raise it.

Joe Finan noted Friends group fundraiser - murder mystery – Burgoyne’s Gold April 4th 7-9pm at Saratoga Town Hall.

Marlene Bissell noted she has posters available for Earth week.

Tom Richardson noted Sunday May 15, 2011 Reenactment of Col. Ellsworth’s burial – starts at south end of Mechanicville and ends at the cemetery.

A motion to adjourn was made by Anthony Sylvester and seconded by Tom Wood, to be passed unanimously.  The next meeting is scheduled to take place on Monday April 25th, 2011 at 10AM in the same location. 

