June 29, 2009
10:00 AM

Town of Saratoga Town Hall

In attendance:

Voting Members
Officers

Chairman- Tom Richardson, Supervisor, City of Mechanicville

Vice Chairman- Mathew Traver, Mayor, Village of Fort Edward

Secretary- Kay Tomasi, Appointee, President of the Senate

Members

Shawn Connelly, Supervisor, Town of Stillwater

Nelson Ronsvale, Proxy, Supervisor, Town of Halfmoon
Jim Sullivan, Mayor, Village of Victory 
Tom Wood, Supervisor, Town of Saratoga 

Attendees
Marlene Bissell- Hudson Crossing Park

Renee Bouplon- Washington County Agriculture Stewardship Association (proxy)
Joe Finan- Saratoga National Historic Park

Phil Giltner- Proxy, Commissioner of Department of Agriculture and Markets (ex-officio non-voting member)

John Hayes- Prospect Hill Cemetery Association

Devin Lander- Assemblymember Steven Englebright

Julie Stokes- Saratoga P.L.A.N.

Minutes
A quorum being present, Chairman Richardson called the meeting to order at 10:00AM.  A welcome to the Annual Meeting was made along with the motion to accept the minutes of the May 26, 2009 meeting.  The motion was made by Tom Wood, seconded by Matt Traver and passed unanimously.
New Business

Tom Wood called a meeting of the nomination subcommittee to make recommendations for the candidates list.  They recommended:
Tom Richardson – President

Mathew Traver – Vice President

Willard Peck – Treasurer

Katherine Tomasi - Secreatary
The motion to accept the recommendations was made by Nelson Ronsvale, seconded by Jim Sullivan and passed unanimously.
Recognition
Tom Richardson gave congratulations to Kay Tomasi as a Woman of Distinction by the Girl Scouts.  Mr. Richardson commended Kay for the tremendous headway she made and looking forward to next year.  Kay was grateful to see the energy and enthusiasm.
Tom Richardson commented on the great press the Partnership has been building.  Tom Wood also mentioned what remarkable progress the Partnership is continually making and the need to reach out and keep the momentum going.  Kay Tomasi gave thanks to all the Partnership’s not-for-profit counterparts.

Joe Finan discussed the 2003 Alternative Transportation Plan. With 80% of the Plan completed it is coming together and doing great.  

Julie Stokes mentioned the Saratoga Plan annual report and how it is the centerpiece of their past years activities.

Julie Stokes, Tom Richardson and Nelson Ronsvale all commented on the role Assemblymember Steven Englebright and Devin Lander play in the Partnerships functioning.  The real zest Englebright has for the Partnership and their thankfulness to Steve for Devin and the extensive hard work he does on behalf of the Partnership.
A resolution naming the Washington County Historical Society as a partner of the Partnership was taken up.  A motion to pass the resolution was made by Kay Tomasi, seconded by Matt Traver and passed unanimously.

Project Discussion

Julie Stokes discussed working off a generic press release and sending out a template for the press, to update the status of existing projects as well as new projects the Partnership has taken on.  Tom Richardson thanked Julie for doing the leg work and also commented on the need to have new project ideas moving forward.  Joe Finan asked for a list of original projects to be sent out and Tom Richardson mentioned the fact that projects need to meet the set requirements.

Project Announcement Press Event
Tom Richardson thanked everyone for attending the press event that announced the projects the Partnership has currently taken on and the need for new ideas to be brought forward.

Fundraising Ideas
Julie Stokes discussed the importance of fundraising events, like the very successful opera, and the need to encompass the entire Partnership region in the fundraising effort.  Matt Traver spoke regarding available space at Rodger’s Island Development Corp. for possible fundraising event. Matt also discussed the fact that the State and Village are in the midst of purchasing the Island and creating a walking park board of directors.  Tom Richardson noted the Partnerships need to reach out to Rodger’s Island and invite the Corporation to give a presentation at an upcoming monthly meeting of the Partnership.  He also agreed it was a great point to move these kinds of events around the entire Partnership area.  

Upcoming Events
Joe Finan reminded the group of the August 29, 2009 event taking place at Lock 5, being hosted by the Hudson Crossings, where the famous Day Peckinpaugh boat will be on display while traveling to celebrate the Hudson-Fulton-Champlain Quadricentennial.
Tom Wood mentioned the upcoming Paddlefest and the contact person being Scott Keller
Marlene Bissell discussed the Steamboat Flotilla event on June 30 from 5-7PM held at Lock 5.  

Julie Stokes and Diane Metz noted the Battlefield landscapes on August 1, 2009 from 5-8PM at Saratoga Arts and on October 3, 2009 held at the Battlefield.

A discussion was held regarding creating a Partnership banner to take to events.

RFP Notes
Joe Finan out to bid, questions and technical questions.  18 bidders, the interviews are over and it is a tie.  Evaluation committee.  Nelson Ronsvale suggested reconsidering interviews and the possibility of conducting more interviews.  
Announcments
Julie Stokes noted a Representative of Saratoga County Board of Supervisors, Open Space Plan Revision is done.   

Nelson Ronsvale discussed the Champlain Canal Tour Path Trail and how it received a Recreational Trail Grant from the NYS Office of Parks to fill in the gaps.  He noted that each piece helps gain momentum and Julie Stokes commented on what a good project it was.  Nelson Ronsvale also commented on what a good 3 community project this is.

Joe Finan submitted grant request that will pass through to P.L.A.N.  He also mentioned the Land Trust and how to sell it to Congress.
A motion to adjourn was made by Tom Wood and seconded by Jim Sullivan which passed unanimously.  The next meeting is to take place on Monday August 17th at 10AM, held at the Town of Saratoga Town Hall.

Respectfully submitted by Devin Lander on behalf of Secretary Kat Tomasi.
