June 28th, 2010 Meeting Minutes

In Attendance:

Voting Members
Officers
Chair-Tom Richardson

George Hodgson, Proxy for Treasurer Bill Peck

Members
Tom Wood, Supervisor, Town of Saratoga

Ed Kinowski, Supervisor, Town of Stillwater

Jim Sullivan, Mayor, Village of Victory

Alane Ball-Chinian, Proxy, Commissioner of NYS Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation, Ex Officio Member
Chris Krahling, Proxy for Terri Ptacek, ASA

Anthony Sylvester, Mayor, City of Mechanicville

John Sherman, Mayor, Village of Schuylerville

Attendees
Neal Orsini, Roger’s Island Visitor’s Center 
Devin Lander, Legislative and Policy Director, NYS Assemblyman Steven Englebright

Tracy Clothier, Senior Planner, The LA Group
Joe Finan, Saratoga National Battlefield National Historical Park

Jeff Shinamon, Saratoga Chamber of Commerce

Ray Raymond, USMA

John Hayes, Prospect Hill Cemetery Association

Andrew Alberti, Lakes to Locks, Inc.
Karen Foster, NBT Bank

Maria Trabka, Saratoga P.L.A.N.

Dave Roberts, Schuylerville Chamber of Commerce

Linda Palmieri, Town of Stillwater

Barbara Zecca Corsale, Mechanicville/Stillwater Chamber of Commerce
Christine Hoffer, Washington County Tourism 
At 10:08am Tom Richardson called the meeting to order and made introductions.
Minutes
A quorum being present, introductions were made along with a motion to accept the minutes of the May 24, 2010 meeting.  The motion was made by Anthony Sylvester and seconded by John Sherman to be passed unanimously.  

New Business 
Tom Richardson discussed the local chamber members, welcome Partnership formed three years ago.  Hopeful chambers can continue to be a part. 

Tracey Clothier discussed the Stewardship Plan update/SEQR/Committee discussions.  Tracy handed out the executive summaries SEQR – board will pass through process, will leave the record open for several weeks.  Resolutions – each municipality has to approve Plan before Partnership can approve.  SEQR – prepare a negative impact – board goes over SEQR – open.
Ed Kinowski discussed the lead agency resolution – stating that the Partnership is the lead agency for purposes.  A motion was made by George Hodgson and seconded by John Sherman to be passed unanimously.  

Resolution – negative DEC – a motion was made by Ed Kinowski and seconded by Anthony Sylvester to be passed unanimously.  

 Joe Finan noted approval is not adoption, does not have to be adoption.
Ed Kinowski – discussion of draft resolution.

George Hodgson asked if the draft summary can be e-mailed.

Tracey Clothier answered yes, gives a formal overview.

Tom Richardson noted different committees at August meeting.

Tom Richardson discussed officers election end of August.

Tom Wood noted 4 officers – President, Vice-President, Treasurer and Secretary  are up for election.  Asked to let him know who would like to serve on nominating committee for the next meeting – will call a meeting.  John Sherman and Anthony Sylvester offered to serve.  Ed Kinowski and Neal Orsini as well.

Devin Lander mentioned the annual report draft at annual meeting.

 Joe Finan discussed American’s Great Outdoors listening tours, collaborative community engagement.  Suggested having a meeting with Senators to see if Partnership can host listening tours.  Hinchey’s   legislation – Hudson River – National Park Site – upper Hudson needs recognition.
Ray Raymond noted Saratoga being a very important place, offer services as a historian.  Film can serve as a major tourism draw to heritage tourism.  Film will showcase the area around Saratoga.  Need $50,000 for the special effects.  

Tom Richardson noted he would file a grant application with others until plan and budget are final.  Greenway Conservancy grants are open.

George Hodgson noted Towpath application is in.
Tom Richardson opened the floor to Chamber Members Peter Oust and Barbara.
Christine Hoffer noted Amtrak, cycling – bike on train.

Devin Lander mentioned the Erie Canalway Report.

Tom Richardson mentioned on July 12th he’d be going with George Hodgson to Saratoga IDA to ask for $38,000 to update structure report for Dix Bridge.  On July 16th he’ll be going to Washington County to speak with Board of Supervisors to give an update.

Maria Trapka asked about land protection funding from Schumer.

Tom Richardson answered by saying we have to wait and see.

Joe Finan added we should know by October 1st.

Ed Kinowski mentioned letter to upgrade 4 and 32 corridor.

Joe Finan noted we might want to involve business community.

Anthony Sylvester noted on July 7th   the Canal Corp. will give a presentation at 7PM on navigational dredging.
Joe Finan noted Tour de Farm will be on August 22nd.

A motion to adjourn was made John Sherman and seconded by Anthony Sylvester to be passed unanimously.  The next meeting is to take place on Monday August 30, 2010 at 10AM in the same location.

