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At 10:12am Tom Richardson called the meeting to order and welcomed members, visitors and made introductions.

Minutes
A motion to accept the minutes of the June 27, 2011 meeting was made by John Sherman and seconded by Ed Kinowski, to be passed unanimously.

New Business
Joe Finan discussed moving forward on the Sword Surrender Site Grant – very favorable public reaction – move forward to determine impacts – working with Assemblyman Englebright on transfer of OGS lands to NPS – thanks to the Canal Corp., OPRHP, Partnership Grant received by OSI from Hudson River Valley Greenway to clear 2,200 lineal feet of Tow Path.  
Katie Stone mentioned OSI is excited to work on this collaborative project – Saratoga County Youth Agency providing workers, provides access from Town of Saratoga to Battlefield.  Work will be done September 15th – hope to have a trail opening event.  Thanks to Greenway, Joe Finan, Saratoga Youth Program and workers.

Tom Richardson noted The Partnership has received or helped received around $4million in matching funds – we are accomplishing things.

Jim Brangan talked about LCBP – Champlain Valley Heritage Area overlap with Erie Canalway – management plan was ok’d by Secretary of Interior, Regional Stakeholder groups will help determine how Heritage Area is managed - regional stakeholders are key.  Should Historic Saratoga Washington Partnership be the Regional Stakeholder?  Once a year attend a longer meeting – if the group would like to do so?
Joe Finan asked if there was a fee

Jim Brangan answered no, have some funds available $2200, funds can be used for anything federal dollars can be used for.
Alane Ball-Chinian noted OPRHP is accepting applications for EPF funding.

Tom Richardson suggested considering this all at the next meeting in August.  

Brian Stratton mentioned the Canal Corp. values partnership with The Partnership to open up lands connecting to the Battlefield.  We have a great program as well - $1.5 million in Canal Corp. Capital Grants - $500,000 for matching funds grants.

Dr. Ralph Blasting of Siena College Center for Revolutionary Era Studies noted they are proud to be an academic partner with The Partnership.
Brad Bodmer discussed recently receiving $500,000 grant for matching for a document digitalization of historic documents to preserve – will be open to the public.

Terri Ptacek noted a very successful Tour De Farm.

A motion to adjourn was made by Ed Kinowski and seconded by Jim Sherman to be passed unanimously.  The next meeting is scheduled to take place on August 29, 2011 at 10AM at Saratoga Town Hall.                                           

