December 7, 2009
10:06 AM

Town of Saratoga Town Hall

In attendance:

Voting Members
Officers
Chair-Tom Richardson, Supervisor, Town of Mechanicville

Secretary-Kay Tomasi, Appointee, President of the Senate

Members

Anthony Sylvester, Mayor, Village of Schuylerville
Nelson Ronsvale, Proxy, Supervisor, Town of Halfmoon
Terri Ptacek, Appointee, Governor Paterson, Executive Director, Agriculture Stewardship Association

Alane Ball-Chinian, Proxy, NYS Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation

Julie Stokes, Appointee, Governor Paterson, Saratoga P.L.A.N.

Phil Giltner, Proxy, Special Assistant to the Commissioner, NYS Department of Agriculture and Markets

John Sherman, Mayor, Village of Schuylerville

Tom Wood, Supervisor, Town of Saratoga

Bert Mahoney, Mayor, Village of Waterford

Attendees
Marlene Bissell, Hudson Crossing Park  
Tracy Clothier, Senior Planner, The LA Group

John Hayes, Prospect Hill Cemetery Association

Neal Orsini, Rodger’s Island Heritage Development Alliance

Lori Solomon-Duell, Erie Canalway National Heritage Corridor

Joe Finan, Saratoga National Battlefield    
Charles Sullivan, National Park Service

Katy Coleman, NYS Senate

Hannah Blake, National Park Service
George Hodgson, Lakes to Locks Passage, Inc.

Janet Kennedy, Executive Director, Lakes to Locks Passage, Inc.

Minutes
A quorum being present, introductions were made along with a motion to accept the minutes of the October 26, 2009 meeting.  The motion was made by Tom Wood and seconded by John Sherman to be passed unanimously.

New Business
Film Project Discussion
Tom Richardson mentioned the film Dr. Ray Raymond will be working on.

Joe Finan noted the Benedict Arnold film in relation.

ABPP Grant Application Update
Joe Finan discussed site planning for the Sword Surrender Site.  Joe Finan noted Janet Kennedy applied for a grant that has not been awarded.  Joe Finan mentioned the NHT may.

Alane Ball-Chinian discussed the fact the Department of Budget was holding the monies.

Joe Finan noted we may have to look for nonprofit.

Erie Canalway Funding Opportunity
Lori Duell mentioned she is looking at ways to do a project through nonprofit.

Joe Finan noted a grants writing workshop, visitor center at old town hall, signature event, planning for visitor contact station.

Project Update Discussion
Terri Ptacek discussed how funding from the Partnership helped pay the closing cost for the Houser Farm and moving forward.

Land Protection Proposal Update/Discussion
Joe Finan discussed the $15,000 feasibility study - the bridge feud between landowner and nonprofit – study done – coalition between.

Julie Stokes noted a planning class at Columbia - very interested.

Joe Finan noted the unique set up - one stop shop.

Julie Stokes mentioned it was very different.

Stewardship Plan Update
Tracy Clothier mentioned the stewardship questionnaire - email/website and website - map.

Tom Richardson asked everyone to please get the requested information to Tracy.

Lakes to Locks Passage, Inc. Update

Janet Kennedy discussed the LTLP.  $250 to Hudson Crossing Park - Heritage Center - using existing keepers of community culture - exceeded expectations - working with Joe Finan and Nelson Ronsvale to try to get a NEH planning grant - hub facility in Schuylerville - expand out into the surrounding communities - similar to Lake George’s visitor center - good feed back.
Joe Finan mentioned the good center at Lake George, flowed well.

Alane Ball-Chinian brought up staffing questions.

Janet Kennedy added the Chamber of Commerce and that Joe Finan will staff in Schuylerville.  
Janet Kennedy discussed Ticonderoga - water power issue/mills/ designer created exhibit/unique stories. Eight communities, membership has grown, recruit and retain volunteers.  Grant workshop this spring.     
Janet Kennedy mentioned Rivers & Trail Program- another year of tech assistance - plan due next year.

Janet Kennedy noted WMHT - the Forgotten War - broadcast soon.

Fort Edward - Heritage Center grant - $250,000 promote sites and attractions/multi-media presentation.

Julie Stokes asked about Stewarts films.

Janet Kennedy noted they were Stewarts films.

Tom Richardson added Stewarts is showing programs on Mechanicville.

Tracy Clothier mentioned what a unique group/use as a model.

Charlie Sullivan discussed the EPA flood plain information - try to get GE to commit to clean rest of the River.  Winter - EPA/GE investigation and remediation of flood plain - provide description of human/health risk assessment - would like to provide EPA with stewardship plan.
Joe Finan mentioned cross sharing.

Julie Stokes mentioned fighting against dredging in the first place, very long process, don’t trust GE or EPA.  EPA, Dave King, invited to meeting.  Tim Holmes - American General - meeting Benedict Arnold - PBS intended program - Dr. Ray Raymond looking for local support - Senator Roy McDonald and Assemblyman Steven Englebright met at Ken Burns.

Adjournment
A motion to adjourn was made by Bert Mahoney and seconded by John Sherman to be passed unanimously.  The next meeting is to take place on Monday January 25, 2010 at 10AM in the same location.
Respectfully submitted by Devin Lander on behalf of Secretary Kay Tomasi.
