December 6, 2010

10:05 AM

Town of Saratoga Town Hall

In attendance:

Voting Members
Officers
Chair-Tom Richardson, Supervisor, City of Mechanicville

Secretary-Kay Tomasi, Appointee, President of the Senate

Members

Anthony Sylvester, Mayor, City of Mechanicville

Nelson Ronsvale, Grant Coordinator, Town of Halfmoon

Terri Ptacek, Appointee, Governor Paterson, Executive Director, Agriculture Stewardship Association

Julie Stokes, Appointee, Governor Paterson, Saratoga P.L.A.N.

John Sherman, Mayor, Village of Schuylerville

Tom Wood, Supervisor, Town of Saratoga

Jim Sullivan, Mayor, Village of Victory

John Rymph, Supervisor, Town of Easton

Attendees
Alan Bissell, Hudson Crossing Park  

Lori Solomon-Duell, Erie Canalway National Heritage Corridor

Joe Finan, Saratoga National Battlefield    

Jennifer Dorsey, Director, Center for Revolutionary Era Studies, Siena College
Andrew Alberti, Lakes to Locks Passage, Inc.

Tim Holmes, President, Friends of the Saratoga Battlefield
Andy Fyfe, Saratoga P.L.A.N.

Michael Aikey

David Bullard

At 10:05am Tom Richardson called the meeting to order and made introductions

Minutes

Revisions were made to the October 26, 2009 meeting minutes, which included, to strike Joe Finan as attending the October meeting and add Chris Martin in his place.  The motion was made by Terri Ptacek and seconded by Julie Stokes, to be passed unanimously.

RFP / Coin Discussion
Joe Finan stated there were 27 responses and 4 actual proposals.  The committee will make judgment and send to the NHT and ABPP – follows along with commemorative cons – has heard back from National Mind regarding coin commemorating the Sword Surrender Site – in discussions regarding using the site.

Nelson Ronsvale noted 4 great applicants and any one would be great.

Joe Finan mentioned all have experience in the area.

Tom Richardson asked how it is evaluated.

Joe Finan answered we all evaluate individually without knowing the cost – will send to NHT who will add cost factor – lots of discussion regarding material.  Joe also noted the need for a proposal for the coin

Grants
Tom Richardson discussed grants from the 1772 Foundation and OSI – passed around

Joe Finan mentioned websites are on the bottom of the sheet.  1 was specifically for African-American site.

Tom Richardson noted save the date for the Saratoga PLAN presentation on Fish Creek Archeology December 16th.

Julie Stokes mentioned an outgrowth of the Partnership funding and preparation for doing more trail work.

Andy Fyfe found pre-contact and Civil War artifacts.

Jennifer Dorsey asked if it was open to the public.

Andy Fyfe answered yes.

Tom Richardson noted Community Advisory Group Meeting December 9th at the Spa State Park.

Julie Stokes will have EPA dredging issues.

Joe Finan stated the NPS is beginning an archeology survey in area around the battlefield.

Julie Stokes noted very concerned about archeology being done by GE/EPA – NPS is going to do much better work.

Tom Richardson met with Warren/Washington IDA several weeks ago regarding Dix Bridge – took it under consideration – received a letter saying they would not be able to fund the project.  Having a meeting with Rick Whitney from Zandercorp December 14th with Senator McDonald and Joe Finan at the Battlefield – has cancelled twice but we hope to be able to meet with him and ask for funding.
Tom Richardson mentioned he should have an answer from Schumer by the next meeting in January.  Tom noted a meeting with Tim Holmes, Senator McDonald, Tom Wood and Joe Finan to discuss freeing the funding for purchase of the Old Saratoga Town Hall.

Committee Updates
Nelson Ronsvale, Tom Wood and Lori Duell have not had a chance to contact anyone.
Andrew Alberti stated National Geographic / LTLP Geotourism website design is underway – has guidelines for information, will be announcing a public information period when information can be added to site – 2nd week of January.

Tom Richardson asked about accepting information from other sources and who verifies.

Andrew Alberti answered him and an editor from the National Geographic.

Alan Bissell mentioned he read a story about a lock tender who drowned trying to save a women – did research and found out it did not even happen.

Andrew Alberti stated he will be reaching out to members about developing heritage centers – develops community pride.

Nelson Ronsvale mentioned Halfmoon received a historic preservation grant for Champlain Canal Waste Water and the fact that we’re the only one on Champlain Canal.  He would like to open it up for public viewing
Congratulations to Tom Wood on his new book!

A motion to adjourn was made by Julie Stokes, seconded by Anthony Sylvester, to be passed unanimously.  The next meeting is scheduled to take place on Monday January 31, 2011 at 10AM in the same location. 

