Annual Meeting

August 30, 2010

10AM

Town of Saratoga Town Hall
In Attendance:

Voting Members
Officers
Chair - Tom Richardson, Supervisor, City of Mechanicville

Vice-Chairman - Mathew Traver, Mayor, Village of Fort Edward

Secretary - Kay Tomasi, Appointee, President of the Senate

Members
Tom Wood, Supervisor, Town of Saratoga

John Sherman, Mayor, Village of Schuylerville

Anthony Sylvester, Mayor, City of Mechanicville

Bert Mahoney, Mayor, Village of Waterford

Ed Kinowski, Supervisor, Town of Stillwater

Nelson Ronsvalle, Proxy, Supervisor, Town of Halfmoon

Jim Sullivan, Mayor, Village of Victory

Ernie Martin, Mayor, Village of Stillwater

Teri Ptacek, Appointee, Governor Paterson

Julia Stokes, Appointee, Governor Paterson

George Hodgson, Proxy, Bill Peck

Attendees
Joe Finan, Superintendent, Saratoga Battlefield National Historical Park

Janet Kennedy, Lakes to Locks Passage, Inc.

Maria Trabka, Saratoga P.L.A.N.

Bill Glidden

Katie Stone, Open Space Institute

John Hayes, Prospect Hill Cemetery Association

Linda Palinieri

Tim Holmes, Friends of Saratoga Battlefield

Chris DeBolt, Assemblyman Tony Jordan
Barb Zecca

Devin Lander, Assemblyman Steven Englebright

Jim Thompson, Senator Roy McDonald

Chris Martin, Saratoga Battlefield National Historical Park

At 10:04am Tom Richardson called the meeting to order and made introductions.
Minutes
A quorum being present, introductions were made along with a motion to accept the minutes of the June 28, 2010 meeting.  The motion was made by John Sherman and seconded by Anthony Sylvester to be passed unanimously.
New Business
Election of Officers - Tom Wood spoke with all current officers and found a desire and willingness to continue.  Contacted and spoke to nominating committee and they nominated Tom Richardson as Chair, Mathew Traver as Vice-Chair, Bill Peck as Treasurer and Kay Tomasi as secretary.  A motion was made by John Sherman and seconded by Anthony Sylvester to accept the recommendations of the nominating committee and re-elect the current officers to be passed unanimously.

Officer Remarks - Tom Richardson thanked everyone for the great work done so far and will continue on this year.  Tom reminded the group about the afternoon press conference.  

Kay Tomasi told everyone to believe in the organization and mentioned how happy she was to continue as a part of it.

Matt Traver noted the great start the Partnership has had in helping both counties.
George Hodgson on behalf of Bill Peck spoke about Bill’s belief in the Partnership and the work being done.

Annual Report - Devin Lander discussed the draft annual report and noted that any comments or changes should be directed to him.

Stewardship Plan Adoption Vote - Tracy Clothier stated the negative declaration was sent in for the Stewardship Plan and received no comments.  
George Hodgson asked if the Partnership was the lead agency.

Tracy Clothier responded no.

Joe Finan noted the lead agency would be reflected in the negative declaration.

Tracy Clothier stated a resolution was needed on behalf of the Partnership to accept the Stewardship Plan.

A motion was made by George Hodgson to move a resolution on this matter and seconded by Nelson Ronsvale and passed unanimously.  

Tom Richardson spoke of the adoption of this resolution.

A motion to adopt the resolution was made by Julie Stokes and seconded by Nelson Ronsvale.  
Tracy Clothier stated a bound copy of the final Plan will be circulated.

Teri Ptacek asked if comments were revised.

Tracy Clothier stated yes they were revised.

Teri Ptacek noted she never heard back.

Tracy Clothier reiterated that the comments were added.

The Stewardship Plan was adopted unanimously.

America’s Great Outdoors Event Update - Nelson Ronsvale discussed the event noting it started late, more hearing and less listening – many national projects – was in session focused on recreation – broad representation.
Teri Ptacek spoke about attending the farmland and forest conservation session.  Terri noted there were many groups, it was to short, not many chances to talk.  The Hudson Valley includes the Upper Hudson.  Terri submitted a write up on the Partnership and mentioned we can all add comments.  Terri stated there was a heavy emphasis on the Lower Hudson.

Maria Trabka posted recommendations about LWCF being made eligible for Revolutionary War and War of 1812 sites as well.

Janet Kennedy noted she got an opportunity to speak on By Ways being equal partners and fully funding LWCF.

Joe Finan mentioned he was a facilitator at the LWCF session and discussed the Holt bill.
Senators Schumer and Gillibrand Staff Meeting Update – Tom Richardson discussed the fact that these two offices still have an interest in this Partnership and thought the meetings he had with them great.  

Joe Finan noted recognizing Upper Hudson – Partnership.

Janet Kennedy mentioned support for congressional directive in By Way Program.

Joe Finan noted that the Partnership is well poised to capitalize on Holt bill if it can be passed in the Senate.

ABPP Grant Application Training Trip Update - Devin Lander and Chris Martin gave a brief update about their trip to Washington representing the Partnership at the ABPP grant training session and noted that the Partnership was held up as a great example by the NPS representatives and that the session was a positive learning experience.

Tom Richardson noted that this was one more example of how the Partnership was now on the national radar screen.

Tom Richardson and Joe Finan noted that there was going to be an upcoming Italian National Park Exchange roundtable to be held at the Battlefield on September 9th.

Tom Richardson noted the need for the creation of a Subcommittee to have oversite over the ABPP grant for the Sword Surrender Site.   Joe Finan, Nelson Ronsvale, Chris Martin and Tom Wood volunteered to meet as a group to outline the deliverables needed for the consultant RFP for the grant.

Geotourism and Schuylerville Visitor Center Update - Janet Kennedy discussed Lakes to Locks Passage’s geotourism initiative in collaboration with National Geographic and the potential benefits for a Schuylerville visitor center.  She discussed the possibility of the Partnership forming a committee to outline their role in the formation of this geotourism initiative and who would chair.  She noted this is the first National Geographic group east of the Rockies that will have an interactive website.   
A geotourism Subcommittee was formed and will include John Sherman, George Hodgson, Jim Sullivan, Linda Palinieri, Barb Zecca.

Siena Grant Announcement - Tom Richardson noted Jennifer Dorsey as Director of Siena College’s Revolutionary War Institute was awarded a NEH grant for $500,000 that was fully supported by the Partnership.

Other Business
Tom Richardson noted he and George Hodgson met with Saratoga IDA to help offset cost of fixing Dix Bridge.  IDA will fund $26,870 or 20% of engineering costs.  Hopefully Washington County will be able to also come up with some funds.  Snowmobile Club will give $5,000 - looking to meet with Zander Corp.
Tim Holmes of Friends of the Battlefield mentioned Ray Raymond continues to work on film and will have a website - opening of Victory Woods.  
Katie Stone stated PLAN and OSI submitted a Greenway grant.
Teri Ptacek talked about ASA and PLAN’s Tour De Farm program and its success.
Tracey Clothier noted the Champlain Canalway Trail Action Plan is moving forward.
Julia Stokes discussed the fact that Saratoga and Washington County had two main proposals for power line corridor.  Trails groups propose trails for snowmobiles.

Bill Glidden mentioned Military Museum Friends Group, Champlain Valley Heritage Management Plan acknowledges and discussed the possibility of a future presentation on the next agenda.  

Maria Trabka noted Feast of Fields event was upcoming.

A motion to adjourn was made by Bert Mahoney, seconded by Anthony Sylvester, to be passed unanimously.  The next meeting is scheduled to take place on Monday September 27, 2010at 10AM in the same location.

