PAGE  
1

[image: image1.jpg]The Historic Saratoga-Washington on the Hudson Partnership

= == Y SRR —_—





May 26, 2009
10:00 AM

Town of Saratoga Town Hall
In attendance:

Voting Members

Officers

Chairman—Tom Richardson, Supervisor, City of Mechanicville

Treasurer—Bill Peck, Supervisor, Town of Northumberland
Secretary—Kay Tomasi, Appointee, President of the Senate
Members

Nelson Ronsvale, Proxy, Supervisor, Town of Halfmoon
Tom Wood, Supervisor, Town of Saratoga
David Doonan, Mayor, Village of Greenwich
John Sherman—Mayor, Village of Schuylerville
J. Bert Mahoney—Mayor, Village of Waterford
Attendees

Joe Finan—Saratoga National Historical Park

Devin Lander—Assemblyman Steven Englebright

Marlene Bissell—Hudson Crossing Park

Alan Bissell—Hudson Crossing Park

John Hayes—Prospect Hill Cemetery Association
Alane Ball Chinian, Proxy, Commissioner of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation (ex-officio non-voting member)

Terri Ptacek, Washington County Agriculture Stewardship Association

Phil Giltner- Proxy, Commissioner of Department of Agriculture and Markets (ex-officio non-voting member)

Julie Stokes—Saratoga P.L.A.N.

Diane Metz—Saratoga P.L.A.N.

Janet Kennedy—Lakes to Locks Passage, Inc.
George Hodgson—Lakes to Locks Passage, Inc.

Dan Lewza—Assemblyman Tony Jordan

Minutes

A quorum being present, Chairman Richardson called the meeting to order at 10:10AM.  Introductions were made along with the motion to accept the minutes of the April 27, 2009 meeting.  The motion was made by Tom Wood and seconded by Bill Peck and passed unanimously.
New Business
A motion was made by Bill Peck and seconded by John Sherman naming the Prospect Hill Cemetery Association as a member of the Historic Saratoga-Washington on the Hudson Partnership.  The motion was passed unanimously and a resolution is forthcoming.

Funding Discussion

Devin Lander noted that the first $188,000 of the Partnership’s funding will be available for disbursement.  A discussion ensued in which the following projects were decided upon as being those first funded:

Lakes to Locks Passage, Inc Reimbursement--$11,400

Houser Farm Project--$28,000

Mechanicville Route 67 Improvements--$10,000

Susan B. Anthony House Restoration--$10,000

Fishcreek Trail Segment/ Corbett Property--$9,000

Historic Saratoga-Washington on the Hudson Partnership Stewardship Plan--$40,000

Halfmoon Interpretive Signs--$7,500

Waterford Broad Street Improvements--$5,000

Col. Baum’s Interpretive Trail--$10,000

Fort Edward Pedestrian Corridor--$28,000

Tour de Farm Project--$15,000

Both David Doonan and Tom Wood noted that their projects could wait until the second installment of $95,900 is released by the state.
Planning Committee Update
Devin Lander spoke about the RFP and updated the group on the status of it.  He noted that he met with representatives from the Natural Heritage Trust about some of the issues they had with the RFP wording and suggested that the Planning Committee meet after the general meeting to discuss.
Diane Metz suggested that the Committee add Elan Planning and Design and Behan Planning Associates L.L.C. to the list of local consultants to send the finished RFP to.

Fundraising Ideas
Tom Richardson opened the floor to discussion regarding potential future fundraising opportunities for the Partnership.  Julie Stokes suggested that the Partnership tie itself into the upcoming Ken Burns documentary.  Joe Finan replied that the Saratoga Battlefield and other parks across the state have teamed up with local PBS affiliates to create a series of intersticials regarding NYS NPS sites to be aired leading up to and during the Burns’ film.  Finan also noted that he is looking into having Ken Burns give a presentation at the Battlefield as a fundraising opportunity for the friends group.  Joe described how the DEC has said no to the idea of a fishing tournament locally.  
Annual Meeting

Tom Richardson suggested that the Partnership hold its annual meeting in June.  There was discussion regarding this and Kay Tomasi asked if that would be the fiscal year as well.  It was determined that the Partnership’s fiscal year is the same as the State’s.  Joe Finan brought up the issue of appointees to the Partnership and Devin Lander stated that he would look into trying to rectify that situation.  It was determined by the Partnership that the annual meeting would be held in June.
Announcements

Kay Tomasi suggested that the Washington County Historical Society be added as a full partner to the Partnership.  The group agreed and a resolution will be voted upon at the next meeting.

Tom Richardson gave congratulations to Teri Ptacek and ASA for all of its great work in helping to protect over 1900 acres of farmland through the State Farmland Protection Program Grants.

Teri noted that the Hand Melon Farm was part of this and that it would make a good starting or ending point for the Tour de Farm project.  

Bill Peck spoke about the Dix Bridge and the need to know in advance what the total amount for the project will be.  He stated that Saratoga County has some of its engineers working on an analysis of the bridge to see if the project cost has risen.  Bill noted that the project is important and that Senator McDonald has made it a highlight of the bridging between the two counties.

Alane Chinian suggested that an announcement at the bridge could bring a good publicity and fundraising opportunity.

Bill Peck noted that the fixing of the bridge will solve many of the trail issues that currently exist in the area.  

Tom Richardson noted that all of the Saratoga County supervisors were in support of the project.

Bill Peck asked that it be made clear that each country—Saratoga and Washington—need to offer something to the project.  He noted that the economy was tough and that perhaps Washington County can’t come up with the financial aspect of the project, but that in-kind services would then be required to make it a true partnership.  

George Hodgson noted that there are grant opportunities that exist for projects such as the Dix Bridge.

Julie Stokes spoke about the Halfmoon to Mechanicville rail road trail and that she would be meeting with PanAm and Norfolk Southern to discuss the final pieces.  Tom Richardson noted that Assemblyman Reilly and Jordan are also interested in that project.

Marlene Bissell announced that there would be a fundraiser at Ballet Flower and Design.  She also spoke about the upcoming Hudson Crossing Festival an August 29th.

A motion to adjourn was made by Nelson Ronsvalle and seconded by Bert Mahoney which passed unanimously.  The next meeting is to take place Monday June 29th at 10AM in the same location. 
Respectfully submitted by Devin Lander on behalf of Secretary Kay Tomasi.  

