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April 27, 2009

10:00 AM

Town of Saratoga Town Hall

In attendance:

Voting Members

Officers

Chairman—Tom Richardson, Supervisor, City of Mechanicville

Treasurer—George Hodgson—Proxy, Supervisor, Town of Northumberland
Secretary—Kay Tomasi, Appointee, President of the Senate
Members

Nelson Ronsvale, Proxy, Supervisor, Town of Halfmoon

Tom Wood, Supervisor, Town of Saratoga

David Doonan, Mayor, Village of Greenwich

John Sherman—Mayor, Village of Schuylerville
Jim Sullivan—Mayor, Village of Victory

Matt Traver—Mayor, Village of Ft. Edward

Attendees

Joe Finan—Saratoga National Historical Park

Devin Lander—Assemblyman Steven Englebright

Marlene Bissell—Hudson Crossing Park

Alan Bissell—Hudson Crossing Park

Jennifer Dorsey—Siena College

John Hayes—Prospect Hill Cemetery Association

Alane Ball Chinian, Proxy, Commissioner of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation (ex-officio non-voting member)

Terri Ptacek, Washington County Agriculture Stewardship Association

Charles Vandrei- Proxy, Commissioner of Department of Environment Conservation (ex-officio non-voting member)

Katie Stone—Open Space Institute

Jim Brangan—Champlain Valley National Heritage Partnership

Minutes

Chairman Richardson called the meeting to order at 10AM.  Introductions were made along with the motion to accept the last meetings minutes.  The motions was made by David Doonan and seconded by John Sherman.  It passed unanimously.

New Business

Tom Richardson—The partnership has received another $63,000 on top of the money they had already received. So with some of that extra money the partnership decided to fund some Washington County projects that were cut from receiving funding last year.

Currently the money is in the National Heritage Trust. Project managers will need to submit project proposals to Devin Lander and then be discussed with Parks. Any organizations that did not appear on the list should do so immediately.

Katie Stone mentioned some money that was left over from the last funding cycle. Devin will look into that money and see if we can claim it back and how much it was. 

Planning Committee Update

Joe Finan—Going to try and embrace all comments and incorporate them into the plan. Joe Finan needs to hear from the Hudson Valley Greenway. The expected date to draft this would hopefully be within the next month.

Lake Champlain Basin Organization

Jim Brangan—Preliminary planning framework is established with hopefully a complete draft by fall. The representative circulated around a booklet with all of the information pertain to this organization and its broad goals. Meeting notices will be circulated and is open to the public. The partnership already has a connection between the two organizations.

Website Update

David Doonan—All of the minutes and agendas will now be posted on the website. Hopefully we will be able to do it all electronically instead of sending out packets every month. New photos of the area will also be uploaded shortly. 

Bridge Update

George Hodgson—There is a real interest in supporting the bridge. Need helps from friends for funding and services. Saratoga County is going to manage the project but they also want help from Washington County because it is a co-owned bridge. 

Tom Richardson- Steve Israel may be able to help with matching of funds, also maybe contact Tony Jordan’s Office

Some match constraints consist of money only being allowed to come from state, local or private institutions. 

Announcements

 John Hayes from the Prospect Hill Cemetery Association is looking to join the partnership. Joe Finan feels that this addition to the partnership would he ideal. There is a lot of history that ties in all through out the trail network and this cemetery. A vote will take place at the next meeting to decide if they can join the partnership or not.

Tom Richardson—Susan B Anthony meeting took place on April 22nd at Assemblyman Englebrights office. It was a great success with a lot of the partnership members attending. 

Joe Finan mentions of a possible bass tournament coming to the Hudson. It would take place between locks 5 and 4. There are some possible constraints with DEC and EPA. Joe is going to talk with them to figure it out. He is also going to contact Canal Corporation and see if there are any liability issues at hand.

A motion to adjourn was made by Tom Wood and seconded by Kay Tomasi and passed unanimously.  The next meeting is to take place Tuesday May 26th. 

Respectfully submitted by Devin Lander on behalf of Secretary Kay Tomasi.  

