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March 30, 2009
10:00 AM

Town of Saratoga Town Hall
In attendance:

Voting Members

Officers

Chairman—Tom Richardson, Supervisor, City of Mechanicville

Secretary—Kay Tomasi, Appointee, Senate Pro Tempore
Treasurer—Bill Peck, Supervisor, Town of Northumberland

Members

Tom Wood, Supervisor, Town of Saratoga
Nelson Ronsvalle, Town of Halfmoon

David Doonan – Mayor, Village of Greenwich
Bert Mahoney – Mayor, Village of Waterford

John Sherman—Mayor, Village of Schuylerville
Shawn Connelly—Supervisor, Town of Stillwater
Anthony Sylvester—Mayor, City of Mechanicville

Attendees

Joe Finan—Saratoga National Historical Park

Jim Sullivan – Mayor-Elect of Village of Victory

Devin Lander—Assemblyman Steven Englebright

Lori Duell – Erie Canalway National Heritage Corridor
Chris Hawver – Albany Pine Bush Preserve
Jennifer Dorsey—Siena College

Phil Giltner, Proxy, Commissioner of Agriculture and Markets (ex-officio non-voting member)
Teri Ptacek, Washington County Agriculture Stewardship Association

Diane Metz—Saratoga PLAN

Dan Lewza—Assemblyman Tony Jordan
Gina Johnson – Saratoga National Historical Park

Katie Stone—Open Space Institute
George Hodgson – Saratoga County

James Thompson – Senator Roy McDonald
Mike Veitch – Senator Roy McDonald
Alan Bissell – Hudson Crossing Park

Minutes

Chairman Richardson called the meeting to order at 10AM.  Introductions were made followed by a presentation by Chris Hawver about the Albany Pine Bush Preserve. 
Albany Pine Bush Preserve Presentation
In 1988, Article 46 of the Environmental Conservation Law was passed, establishing the Pine Bush Preserve.  It has an 11 member board and conduct quarterly meetings.  It has 3 goals: 1) Protect habitat: 3100 acre preserve with land jig sawed across the area.  Want to obtain 4700 total acres to unify it all.  2) Manage land: they have been doing controlled fires since 1991, mechanical treatments, and invasive species control.  3) Public education/recreation: Park trails.  Want to boost the education program and fund the discovery center.  

The Preserve receives about 250-500 people per week in foot traffic but most of that number is through a school program.  They seek to increase general foot traffic.

They are transitioning to the National Heritage Trust because Natural Conservancy is limited in domestic growth and limits their ability to hire.

They now have a budget of $2 million.  The $600,000 that was cut has now been restored.  

The corporate structure is as follows: it is a public beneficiary corporation, NOT a not-for-profit.  This gives them flexibility in that it lets them act as both an independent agency and as a state agency.  However, this creates some issues with clarity with groups such as the Attorney General.  They have a “Friends Group” which generates approximately $20,000 in donations in a year and offers grants for school programs.  12 full time staff; 6 seasonal staff – science, research, administration, finance, education, guest services.  Bylaws were adopted in 1997 and need to be updated.  The bylaws cover the duties and responsibilities of officers and provide for committees.  
Tom Richardson mentioned his interest in hearing the dollar backs for this organization.  He says they are in its infancy and want to be able to grow into a line item.
Bill Peck asks if they will continue to expand in Pine Bush.  Chris answers yes – they seek about 1500 additional acres and will only buy from willing sellers.  They do not have eminent domain powers nor do they want it.  They can only buy at Fair Market Value – the value of which will vary.

2008 Project Allocation Adjustments and Funding Breakdown Proposal Vote
Teri mentions that a deal will be completed next week to acquire new land and will get $28,000 additional funds.  They want to protect 1600 acres in land which is important to keep in the budget since surrounding farmers are eager to scoop the land up.  
A motion to accept the budget was made by Tom Wood, seconded by Josh Sherman.  All in favor.
Vote to accept Hudson Crossing as a Non-Profit Partner
Tom Richardson mentions that they should be officially recognized as a partner as opposed to merely volunteering their time; this resolution is to make them official.  

A motion to accept Hudson Crossing as a partner was made by Shawn Connelly, seconded by Anthony Sylvester.  All in favor.

Other Business

This week is good for sub-committee meetings.  Need to get a plan underway.

Joe Finan noted that OSI was working on getting sword surrender house removed – it is moving along.

Joe Finan mentioned Prospect Hills Cemetery Association.  It is a good asset and friend to the organization.  They have nice trails.  They secured an easement over their land and should consider accepting them into the partnership.  Will invite them in to present.  

Erie National Canal has a sponsorship program – www.eriecanalway.org
Date for next meeting will be Monday, April 27th at 10 AM.  

A motion to adjourn was made by Anthony Sylvester, seconded by Bert Mahoney.  All in favor.

Respectfully submitted by Devin Lander on behalf of Secretary Kay Tomasi.  

