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February 23, 2009
10:00 AM

Town of Saratoga Town Hall
In attendance:

Voting Members

Officers

Chairman—Tom Richardson, Supervisor, City of Mechanicville

Vice-Chairman—John Rymph, Supervisor, Town of Easton
George Hodgson—Proxy, Bill Peck, Treasurer, Supervisor, Town of Northumberland

Members

Tom Wood, Supervisor, Town of Saratoga
John Sherman—Mayor, Village of Schuylerville
Shawn Connelly—Supervisor, Town of Stillwater
Anthony Sylvester—Mayor, City of Mechanicville

Mitch Suprenant—Supervisor, Town of Ft. Edward

Matt Traver—Mayor—Village of Ft. Edward

Attendees

Joe Finan—Saratoga National Historical Park

Devin Lander—Assemblyman Steven Englebright

Marlene Bissell—Hudson Crossing Park

Alan Bissell—Hudson Crossing Park

Jennifer Dorsey—Siena College

Phil Giltner, Proxy, Commissioner of Agriculture and Markets (ex-officio non-voting member)
Terri Ptacek, Washington County Agriculture Stewardship Association

Beth Sciumeca—Erie Canalway National Heritage Corridor
Maria Trablea—Saratoga PLAN
Julie Stokes—Saratoga PLAN

Diane Metz—Saratoga PLAN

Dan Lewlia—Assemblyman Tony Jordan
Jean Manqun—Siena College
Darlene DeVoe—Town and Village of Ft. Edward
Chris Martin—Saratoga National Historical Park
Kourtney Grunewald—Assemblyman Steven Englebright
Minutes

Chairman Richardson called the meeting to order at 10AM.  Introductions were made followed by a presentation by Chris Martin about the American Battlefield Protection Program Preserving Landscapes of Battle. 
Preserving Landscapes of Battle Presentation
Chris introduced us to the programs history, mission and purpose. The ABPP began its grants program in 1993 with in the National Park Service with its main focus on protecting and preserving battle sites on American soil where the most sacrifice was encountered. His presentation then led into the techniques used to assess the historic sites. 
Joe Finan also mentioned that the Saratoga Plan had applied for an ABPP grant and was approved and received the money. With this money they were able to preserve the battlefield in Stillwater and other sites in Saratoga. They have also applied for a grant through the American Trial and hope that money will come through. They hope that the surveying techniques used to assess the sites will give them the money they need.

Diane Metz Presentation
Diane presented the battlefields of Saratoga Protection Plan with ASA and the National Park Service.
ABPP was the initial grant received to help them with the formulation of the maps, but this grant did not cover the printing and presenting cost. To fill this gap Joe Finan and the Bender Foundation donated money to get them printed. Diane wanted to extend her thanks to them.

By assessing and preserving historic sites it could be an economic driver to the town in which the site resides. These sites can increase local property values and bring more tourism to the area. With this they produced a map that everyone at the next meeting will be receiving. This book will help municipalities to identify which areas are historic in value and then outline tools and a process that could help these municipalities go about preserving these sites.

Diane wants to have a commitment through each local town supervisor or officials to set up a meeting where she could identify relevant sites to there district and go about the tools and methods they can use to make something out of the site. She also has a site of maps specific to each area. 
Tom Richardson then comments on the project allocations.
Two weeks ago he met with Assemblyman Englebright, Jim Thompson, Mark Luciano, Greg Meyer, Devin Lander, and Jim Larson. In this meeting they identified three items of importance. The $11,400 proposed allocation to the lakes and locks, the $40,000 proposed allocation to the partnership planning document, and $90,000 allocated to purchase the old town hall of Saratoga. 

Tom Richardson opened the floor up for discussion

Tom Wood got the site appraised and said that it was worth $115,000. There are some current developers who are interested in the site which offer more then the partnership can afford. Tom Wood wishes to sell the site to the partnership, but the town can not afford for the basic up keep of the property and is counting on that money to benefit the town. 

Joe Finan then comments on possibly placing a seasonal person their to man the site. In 2004 they contacted Parks Services through this and were given permission to have a staffer there, but they would not pay for it. Therefore in the partnership would pay for it then they could have someone there. 

Representatives from Ft. Edwards did not feel that this purchase was fiscally a good idea. They feel that money could be spent better elsewhere. They also brought up that there three proposed projects would be placed on the back burner this year due to the fiscal crisis. 

John Rymph then brings up that the Hauser project in Greenwich could be placed on the back burner. He got some support from others. 

Joe Finan then comments on the importance of this historic site.

Tom Richardson then asks Beth Sciumeca from the Erie Canalway Corridor if they could possibly find any money to help fund this project. 
Tom Richardson then tables the discussion and comments that more investigative work must be done. They need to get in touch with Assemblyman Englebright, and the discussion will resume at the next meeting. In the mean time if anyone had thoughts or ideas to bring to the next meeting it would be appreciated. 
A motion to adjourn was made by Tom Richardson with the next meeting to be held on March 30th at 10AM
Respectfully submitted by Devin Lander on behalf of Secretary Kay Tomasi.  

